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Karen Pajak has over 25 years experience in market-
ing and product development of precious & costume 
jewelry for department and specialty stores, mass 
merchandisers, party plan and direct channels of 
distribution.  Karen began her varied career serving 
as Director of Product Development and Marketing 
for the CH Stuart Corporation in Newark, NY for both 
Caroline Emmons and Sarah Coventry, the first party 
plan jewelry companies in the country.  She served 
as Director of New Business Development for Trifari 
Jewelry Company, in Manhattan, in the creation of a 
new brand jewelry identity and subsequently became 
Director of Purchasing and Vendor Development for Trifari in Providence, RI.  
As Vice-President of Marketing and Product Development for Tacoa, Inc. and 
Director of Retail Merchandising for Leach & Garner International, Karen was 
responsible for jewelry merchandising programs for department store chains 
and mass merchandisers.  She was instrumental in the creation of Crystaline, 
Inc., a division of Pranda Jewelry, developing the product for the line, and as-
sisting in the set up of a costume  jewelry factory in Thailand. Karen currently 
works in her own company, Sun Management Group, Inc., bringing products 
to specialty markets, and providing business development, marketing and 
merchandising services to the jewelry industry. 
 
Karen is proud to serve as Secretary for the New England Chapter of WJA 
and is a member of the Providence Jewelers Club.  Born in upstate New York, 
Karen has resided in Rhode Island since 1986.  She and her husband Steve 
keep busy raising two children; Stephanie and Ryan, and spend their spare 
time sailing. 
 

Actress Jane Seymour, a 
keynote speaker, displayed 
her Open Hearts Collection.  
Jane collaborated with Kays 
Jewelers to bring her art 
alive in jewelry.  
Jane with NE Chapter Presi-
dent Karen Golembeski 

A select panel of noted women in the jewelry industry 
speak candidly about business issues and offer suggestions 
for success.  LtoR: Carol Brodie, Joi Gordon, Kendra Scott, 
Janet Goldman, Lita Asscher 

2009 WOMEN IN THE KNOW  
CONVENTION NEW YORK CITY  

RECOGNIZES SHINING STARS NATIONALLY:  



 PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE: 

WJA Benefits Tanzanian Women ... 

 
Dear WJA and Potential Members, 
 
As 2009 draws to a close, along with the challenging economic times that we experienced, it 
is with great satisfaction I look back on our accomplishments. Dynamic and interesting 
events including our annual visit to Ferns and Flowers, Women in the Known in New York,  
Newport Designer Show house, Swarovski Touchstone Crystal, Holiday Event at Patrick’s 
Pier One, and the NYLO networking event, just to mention a few. I personally want to thank 
everyone for their participation and support. Your requests have not gone unnoticed, and we 
are well aware that the beneficial aspect of membership is NETWORKING, so there will be 
more networking events. If you have any ideas for future events or want to work with the 
chapter, please contact me.  Our schedule for 2010 is even more exciting so please check 
your emails, mail, WJA web site, for all of this important information going forward. 
I also want to take this time to list our new and returning board members, Belinda, Donna, 

Karen, Deborah, Kerilyn, Keri, Jennifer, Diane, Linda, Lorraine, Toni Lyn, and Corrie.  With them, I am inspired for the fu-
ture and see a perfect opportunity for growth in our organization during these difficult times. Thank you for being such a 
wonderful group to work with and know your contributions are appreciated. 
As a reminder, the timing of membership renewals has changed as the date for renewal corresponds with your date of 
membership, year to year.  We appreciate our returning membership and hope you would consider becoming a member of 
WJA. Please also ask your friends and co workers to join this preeminent association of professional women in the jewelry 
industry. I encourage you to join, get involved and I look forward to meeting you at one of our upcoming events. 

NE Chapter President: Karen Golembeski 

The New England Chapter of WJA sponsored both a 
live auction with Michael Salvatore, Jr., and a silent 
auction run by Denise Mair, and a raffle to benefit the 
Women of Zanzibar Pearl & Shell Craft Cooperative 
on Tues, Aug. 25th at the East Greenwich Yacht Club. 
The event, designed to meet the Zanzibari artisans in 
person and raise funds on their behalf, was coordi-
nated by President Karen Golembeski who has been 
instrumental in supporting this effort called Pearl 
Farming in East Africa – an End to Poverty. The goal of the PEARL project is to help Tanzanian women 
and men develop sustainable small business enterprises related to half-pearl farming and jewelry mak-
ing. The keystone part of the project was a six week US fellowship program for ten Tanzanian entrepre-

neurs and extension officers.  The fellowship included train-
ing, internships related to oyster and half-pearl culture and 
jewelry making, home-stays, fields trips, and other things 
designated to improve the fellows skills as entrepreneurs.  A 
secondary goal was to give the fellows a taste of the New 
England culture and style of life. 

Karen Golembeski, Marilyn Sevon and the Ambassador to Tanzania, Augustine 
Mahiga, looking at some of the wiring wrapping the women learned while in 
Rhode Island at Natures with Nancy Millard in Portsmouth, RI. 
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Edward A. Lemire, New England Chapter 
 
As one of the very first male members admitted to the former NEWJA, Ed 
has been an Executive Recruiter exclusively for the jewelry industry since 
1977, as President of Providence based ESP Global (a.k.a. Executive’s Silent 
Partner). 
 
Women Rule!  It’s extremely noteworthy that women have finally taken con-
trol of the jewelry industry.  Most of ESP’s successful searches for the first 
two decades were dominated by traditionally male occupied positions.  From 
1997 to present, an overwhelmingly high percentage of our placements are 
now filled via female hires.  Design, trending, product development, sourc-
ing, merchandising, and sales are the nouveau keys to success, creating high demand for women jewelry 
specialists. 
 
Anyone looking to market herself should approach the search with a high level of esteem and confidence be-
cause that will resonate with potential employers.  If currently not employed, try this tip: Draft a WJA 
“Spotlight” of yourself and mass email it to all of your industry acquaintances, asking them to please forward 
you to anyone and everyone they have in their jewelry industry email “rolodex”.  Remember to include your 
contact info in your Spotlight. Strategic and polite networking with everyone you’ve ever known in the jewelry 
industry will likely and eventually lead you to your next career opportunity. 

   Belinda Duva , New England Chapter 
 
Belinda has been an active member of the New England Chapter of the Women’s 
Jewelry Association for over 10 years. In that time, she has served on the board 
and various committees. Belinda currently serves as the Vice-President of the 
New England chapter. As Vice-President, Belinda has played an active part in the 
growth of the chapter, while organizing the chapter’s events throughout the 
year. Being in charge of the committees and overseeing our annual Holiday 
Party, our raffle and silent auction surpassed all others under Belinda’s guidance.  
 
Belinda has attended and promoted the Women in the Know Conference for the 

last several years and strongly believes in empowering women to reach and exceed their goals. Belinda be-
gan her career in 1984 at Presentation Box & Display a division of International Packaging, Pawtucket, Rhode 
Island. Interpak has been unparalleled in the jewelry industry for the last 50 years serving thousands of ac-
counts. She has recently completed the Dale Carnegie Sales Advantage Course and continues to meet her 
strategic goals and initiatives.   
 
Over the last 26 years, she has been promoted within the company and is currently the National Accounts 
Sales Manager. She is responsible for trade shows, new catalogs, and introducing new products. A Rhode Is-
land native, Belinda enjoys boating and is a member of the Wickford Shipyard Yacht Club while also indulging 
in other outdoor sports with her husband Gary and daughter Sophia. 

 In the Spotlight: 

 In the Spotlight: 
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Left: Sandra Sullo, Friend of L. Garvey, 
Lorraine Garvey, Donna Kiesel, Karen 
Golembeski 

John King, Donna Kiesel 

Roseann Rodi, KeriLyn Rodi, Keri Ramella, Karen Bannister Pajak, 
Donna Schupack, Belinda Duva, Donna Kiesel, Karen Golembeski, 
Sandra Sullo, Bella Marie Goes 

Above: Karen Bannister Pajak, Sandra Sulla, 
Donna Schupack, Karen Golembeski 
 

Bob Mainelli  

Marilyn Salvador & Mike McHugh  

Sitting:  
Brenda Gamba,  
Ed Rigano, 
Dionne Kenyon, 
Geoff Gill,  
Jennifer Brous-
seau,   
Standing: 
Peter Manickas,  
Bob Halstead,  

Debbie Day 

Belinda & Gary Duva, Sandra Sullo, 
Marilyn Sevon, Cynthia Johnson 

Below: Top row: Keri Ramella, 
Dollie Frias, Roseann Rodi,  
Sitting: Katherine Williams,  
Kerilyn Rodi  

Sitting: Karen Bannister Pajak, Denise Reynolds, 
Standing: Donna Kiesel, Lisa Brown, Ed Lemire, 
Debbie Day 

WJA Holiday Party  2008  
WJA held its Annual Member           

Appreciation Party at Conley’s Wharf  
with silent auction and raffle to benefit 

the WJA educational opportunities. 

Sandra (Sam) Sullo  

Marilyn Sevon, Cynthia Johnson 

The mission of the Newport 
Showhouse Guild is to raise 
funds for Newport County, and 
other RI charities by producing 
Designer Show Houses.  
2008 Charities, The NGG Educa-
tion Fund & Washington County 
Coalition for Children: 
“Southwind, 545 Ocean Road 
(home of Judge Frank & Joyce 
Caprio. 

Newport Showplace 

Our dear friend,  
Chuck Kiesel,  

IN MEMORIAM 2009.   




